
Psalm 117 is the shortest of all the psalms. But it says so much: “Praise the LORD, 
all you nations. Worship him, every race of people. For his mercy overwhelms us, 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD.”

This week people throughout our country will gather with family and friends 
to observe a holiday that we call Thanksgiving. Sad to say, the thoughts and 
activities of many people will center more on food and football than on actually 
doing what the name of the holiday suggests—giving thanks to a gracious God 
for his countless blessings, both physical and spiritual.

I’m confident that your celebration of Thanksgiving will involve exactly what 
the psalm writer encouraged: You will praise and thank God for all he has done 
and all he has given. You will celebrate with humility and joy that he showers us 
with his overwhelming mercy and gifts even though we deserve nothing from 
him. And you will be filled with confidence and trust that our faithful God will 
continue to keep his promises to us long after the holiday celebration is over.

Have a blessed and thanks-filled Thanksgiving!

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder 
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WELS Home Missions has 
provided an update on 

a number of home mission 
congregations that experienced major 
milestones in fall 2023.

Christ the Rock Lutheran Church, 
Canton, Ga.

Christ the Rock in Canton, Ga., held its 
grand opening worship service on Nov. 
12, 2023. God blessed the church’s 
outreach efforts with 60 in attendance, 
including 16 brand-new guests to 
Christ the Rock. Home Missionary 

Cale Mead and the core group set up 
and take down for worship at a local 
elementary school every Sunday using a 

“portable church” that can be stored in 
a trailer from week to week. A different 
home mission congregation, Living 
Hope in Chattanooga, Tenn., donated 
its old trailer to Christ the Rock after 
purchasing its own permanent facility.

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 
Dickinson, N.D.

Amazing Grace, a home mission 
congregation in Dickinson, N.D., 
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Amazing Grace, a home mission 
congregation in Dickinson, N.D., 



launched public worship on Oct. 
15, 2023. It was blessed with 29 in 
attendance, 10 of whom were visitors 
invited by a family member or friend 
from Amazing Grace. Home Missionary 
Joel Prange serves this new mission 
church that was approved in 2021.

The following weekend, Oct. 22, 
Amazing Grace dedicated its new 
building space with members 
and pastors from area WELS 
congregations. Church members 
are currently worshiping in a rented 
ministry center in a new local market 
that they were able to customize to 
meet their ministry needs.

New Start, Marquette, Mich.

Rev. Joseph Lindloff was installed as 
the pastor for the new mission start 
in Marquette, Mich., on Oct. 8, 2023. 
This mission is one of the first new 
missions approved as part of the effort 
to start 100 missions in 10 years from 
2023-2033. It had its first core group 
meeting on Nov. 5 with 24 individuals 
in attendance, including 5 prospects. 
The church prays to start a Bible 
information class in the new year.

TheMission – a Lutheran Church, 
Conroe, Tex.

TheMission, Conroe, Tex., launched 
its worship services on Aug. 6, 2023. 
Rev. Jeremy Mattek serves those 
at TheMission. They are currently 
worshiping in a rented funeral home 
on Sundays while working with a 
local architect to develop plans for a 
new sanctuary and site plan on land 
that they purchased.

Please keep these home missions in 
your prayers as they continue to share 
the pure message of the gospel with 
more people in their communities. 
To stay connected with these 
and the other 145 home mission 
congregations scattered throughout 
the United States, Canada, and 
English-speaking West Indies, follow 
WELS Missions on Facebook at 
fb.com/WELSMissions. 
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