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60 years of God's grace and blessings

n Sat., Oct. 9, a special worship service will be held at 5:00 p.m. at Grace

Lutheran Church in downtown Milwaukee to mark the 60th anniversary
of the WELS Central Africa Medical Mission. As the theme of the celebration
states, members of our synod will thank God for 60 years of his grace and
blessings on this important work.

The Central Africa Medical Mission (CAMM) is a mission of WELS supported
entirely outside of the synod budget through gifts from WELS women'’s
groups, Lutheran schools and Sunday schools, and individuals. Its work is
administered by the Central Africa Medical Mission Committee, with input
from Medical Mission Councils in Malawi and Zambia and the WELS Board for
World Missions. We thank the many committee members who have served as
volunteers throughout the years.

CAMM began its work in 1961 when it established its first medical mission on
the Sala Reserve near Lusaka, Zambia. A permanent dispensary was built and
opened later that year. By 1963, as many as 4,000 people were being treated at
the Mwembezhi Lutheran Clinic each month. Special prenatal clinics began in
1965, and an under-fives clinic began in 1968.

Work was expanded to Malawi in July 1970 with a mobile health care unit. The
nurses traveled to five designated bush areas to set up a clinic for the day and
then returned to their home in Lilongwe by night. Permanent structures built to
serve as clinics during the week are used as churches on Sunday.

Dozens of faithful workers have carried out the work of this mission for six
decades. The mission has faced many challenges, and, as circumstances
changed, adjustments were made to the way in which the mission carried out
its work. Despite the challenges and changing circumstances, God has blessed
the work richly. With God’s help, hundreds of thousands of patients have been
served and countless lives saved through the work of the Central Africa Medical
Mission. Many adults and children have been baptized.

We take time to thank God for what he has accomplished and for the people he
provided to carry out this work faithfully for 60 years. Learn more at camm.us.

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder &
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2022 WELS National
Education Conference

he Commission on Lutheran

Schools (CLS) is announcing the
2022 WELS National Education
Conference, June 20-22, Pewaukee,
Wis., with preconference sessions on
June 19.

Mr. Paul Patterson, CLS associate
director and member of the
conference planning committee,
says, “This conference is focused on
teaching and designed by teachers
for teachers. We have six compelling
strands that offer sectionals in topics
that are the focus in professional
journals: social emotional learning,
feedback and assessment, higher
order thinking and questioning,
student achievement, student-
centered classrooms, and leadership
in ministry.”

Three keynote speakers have been
announced: Rev. Rich Gurgel, Martin
Luther College president; Mr. Eric
Jensen, a nationally known writer and
trainer who connects brain research
to the classroom and to enhanced
attention and learning; and Dr. Dipesh
Navsaria, a Wisconsin pediatrician
specializing in early literacy.

Patterson says, “We also have seven
awesome preconference strands
including early childhood; a new
Christian Worship conference style
presentation for those who missed
the 2021 Worship Conference
because it was canceled; special
education; ministry development plan
primer; and more!”
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All WELS teachers are encouraged to
save the dates. Registration will open
in January 2022.

For more on the conference, check
out the conference website at
welsedconference.com, which
includes the opportunity to sign up
for the conference newsletter. &

Did you know...
WELS has a Facebook page?
facebook.com/welslutherans

WELS has Instagram?
instagram.com/welslutherans

WELS has Twitter?
twitter.com/welstweets

Forward in Christ magazine
has a Facebook page?
facebook.com/
forwardinchristmagazine

Forward in Christ magazine
has Instagram?
instagram.com/forward_in_
christ_magazine/
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To sign up for the e-mail version, visit
wels.net/together.
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