
Today marked the beginning of the triennial meeting of the Confessional 
Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC) in Seoul, South Korea. The CELC is 

an international fellowship of 34 confessional Lutheran church bodies. Member 
churches are located on six continents; most of them were able to send 
representatives to attend this meeting.

The CELC was founded in 1993 in Oberwesel, Germany, with an initial 13 
church bodies and has continued to grow since then.

The convention has multiple purposes. Theological papers are presented and 
discussed, enabling member churches to strengthen their unity of teaching 
and understanding of the Scriptures. Ministry challenges faced by the various 
church bodies are described, enabling sister church bodies to offer advice, 
insight, and mutual encouragement. Since many of the church bodies of 
the CELC are relatively small and isolated, such a meeting also provides the 
opportunity for them to be reminded that they are a part of a worldwide 
fellowship of Lutheran Christians who share their beliefs and who are united 
with them in their mission.

The CELC also actively reaches out to Lutheran church bodies that have been 
a part of theologically liberal Lutheran groups but are now seeking fellowship 
with other confessional Lutheran churches that stand on the Scriptures in what 
they teach and practice. A significant part of the CELC’s growth—from 13 to 
34 churches—has taken place as a result of this effort.

The meeting concludes on Thursday. We are confident that God will bless the 
convention by affirming the fellowship among the churches and by strengthening 
their commitment to the Scriptures and to their God-given mission.

Learn more about the CELC at celc.info.

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder
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