
One of the highlights of this summer’s 65th Biennial Synod Convention 
will be the formal declaration and recognition of fellowship with two 

confessional Lutheran church bodies. The 2019 synod convention will be 
held July 29 – Aug. 1, 2019, at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn.

The Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ – Kenya (LCMC – Kenya) 
was formed when the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya began to 
tolerate false teachings. A group of Kenyan pastors broke away and began 
searching for a confessional Lutheran church body. In 2015, Rev. Mark 
Onunda of the LCMC – Kenya met at length with the Doctrinal Committee 
of the Lutheran Church of Central Africa – Zambia Synod (LCCA – Zambia), 
a former WELS mission and now our sister synod. The LCCA – Zambia 
synod declared formal fellowship with the LCMC – Kenya last September. 
The WELS Commission on Inter-Church Relations will be recommending to 
the synod convention that WELS also formally declare fellowship with the 
LCMC – Kenya.

The Christian Lutheran Evangelical Church in Taiwan began as a WELS 
mission and is now an independent Lutheran Church body that has always 
been in fellowship with WELS. Because this church is now independent, the 
Commission on Inter-Church Relations is recommending that the synod in 
convention formally recognize our fellowship with the Christian Lutheran 
Evangelical Church in Taiwan.

Representatives from each church body will address the convention and 
make presentations that will familiarize the delegates with these church 
bodies that will be recognized formally as a part of our fellowship.

We thank God for continuing to enlarge our fellowship with Lutheran 
Christians around the world.

Serving in Christ,
President Mark Schroeder
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New task force focuses on 
special education   
   

A new 20-member Special 
Education Task Force has been 

formed to provide special education 
resources and support to teachers 
and students.

“Our goal is to lay out a common, 
reliable, and researched path for 
identifying and supporting learners 
who struggle in academics and 
behavior,” says Ms. Kelli Green, a 
special education professor at Martin 
Luther College (MLC). “How do we 
support these children as well as 
provide school leaders and teachers 
with the support systems they need 
to offer this assistance?”

The task force will be researching 
the special education services already 
happening in WELS schools as well 
as the needs. It will also be exploring 
how to educate current students as 
well as administrators and teachers 
already in WELS schools about the 
resources available to help those 
with special needs, including ways 
to collaborate with one another and 
with public schools.

“We’re looking at how we can 
provide more support to our schools 
so more kids can hear the gospel at 
our schools on a daily basis,” says 
Mr. James Rademan, director of the 
Commission on Lutheran Schools.

The group includes representatives 
from the Commission on Lutheran 
Schools, MLC, Wisconsin Lutheran 
College, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, Bethany Lutheran College, 
Jesus Cares Ministries, and Christian 
Educators for Special Education, 

along with special education 
teachers from WELS area Lutheran 
high schools and Lutheran 
elementary schools.

Currently MLC offers two 
special education programs. 
Undergraduates can receive an 
Academic and Behavioral Specialist 
(ABS) Minnesota state teaching 
licensure, and graduates can return 
to pursue a master of science in 
education with a special education 
emphasis. Seventeen students are 
in the undergraduate program, and 
12 are in the master’s program. 
MLC is working on adding a master 
of special education in learning 
disabilities.

Wisconsin Lutheran College, 
Milwaukee, Wis., offers special 
education undergraduate and 
master’s degree majors resulting in 
cross-categorical special education 
licensure. Bethany Lutheran College, 
Mankato, Minn., also offers an ABS 
undergraduate major as well as a 
post-baccalaureate program for ABS 
licensure.

For more information about the 
task force, contact James Rademan, 
director of WELS Lutheran Schools, 
at jim.rademan@wels.net.

2019 WELS Night tickets 
now available   
    

Tickets are now on sale for the 
sixth annual WELS Night at 

Miller Park. Plan to join thousands 
of WELS members for the 
Milwaukee Brewers’ game against 
the San Francisco Giants on Fri., July 
12, 2019.  Game time is 7:10 p.m.

The Brewers are offering WELS 
members up to 50 percent off the 
price of tickets. The pricing is Field 
Outfield Box, Sections 128-131 
for $21/ticket, Loge Outfield Box, 
Sections 229-232 for $17/ticket, or 
Terrace Reserved, Sections 436-437 
for $9/ticket. All seats are on the 
third base side. Discounted tickets 
are now available to purchase 
online at brewers.com/wels.

Last year more than 2,400 WELS 
witnessed a dramatic walk-off home 
run as the Brewers defeated the 
Rockies in the bottom of the ninth 
inning. The epic three-run blast 
topped off a wonderful evening 
of fun and fellowship for the fifth 
annual WELS night at Miller Park. 
“Since several seating sections 
were filled with members wearing 
the royal blue WELS Night at Miller 
Park t-shirts, we have decided 
to offer the same shirt again this 
year in youth and adult sizes,” 
says Lee Hitter, WELS Director of 
Communications.

Shirt orders will be available soon. 
Visit wels.net/brewers2019 to 
learn more.

To sign up for the e-mail version, visit 
wels.net/together.

  Did you know...
WELS has a Facebook page?
facebook.com/welslutherans

WELS has Twitter?
twitter.com/welstweets

WELS has Instagram?  
instagram.com/welslutherans


