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In early 2018 the Conference of Presidents (COP) decided to produce a
restatement of Scriptural Principles of Man and Woman Roles, the WELS
doctrinal statement adopted in 1993. The decision to produce a restatement
was not meant to question or debate the doctrine, nor was it merely a reaction
to any specific challenge to the doctrine. The COP viewed a restatement as an
opportunity for congregations and called workers to restudy and reapply this
important doctrine.

The COP commissioned a study committee to begin the work of producing a
restatement. Professor Rich Gurgel and President Earle Treptow of Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., and Rev. Bart Brauer, Emmanuel, Phoenix,
Ariz., agreed to serve on the study committee, with Marilyn Miller, chair of the
WELS Women's Ministry Committee, serving in an advisory capacity to give
input and feedback.

The study committee began its work in August 2018. The committee first
studied together the biblical passages that teach about the relationship of male
and female. The committee also reviewed the 1993 doctrinal statement and
the numerous documents from the 1970s, 1980s, and early 1990s that led up
to the 1993 statement. As it began to prepare the statement, the committee
sought input from the doctrine committee of the COP, the faculty of Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary, and other district leaders to help state as clearly as possible
this biblical teaching.

The restatement on the doctrine of man and woman is now available. The
restatement seeks to help called workers and laypeople revisit the beauty

of God’s design for male and female and seek anew to put that design into
practice in their homes, their churches, and their callings in the world. The
restatement also gives clear testimony that WELS is still committed to the
biblical doctrine that the synod resolved to uphold in 1993. An accompanying
Bible study is also available online.

The COP desires that congregations go through the Bible study together and
that pastors use the Bible study in their circuits and conferences. So that we

all share a clear confession and maintain a spirit of unity, the COP is seeking
feedback and input from called workers and laypeople as they view the
restatement and use the Bible study in preparation for district conventions

in June 2020. This comment box will allow individuals and groups to provide
direct feedback to the COP through the spring of 2020. Each district will also
provide a summary report of the discussions that take place at the district
conventions. After the COP has considered the feedback and the discussions at
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district conventions, the COP plans to present a restatement on the doctrine of
man and woman to the synod convention for adoption in the summer of 2021.

May the time invested in studying the Word reopen all our eyes to the beauty of
what God has made and lead us all to greater joy in serving our Savior together!

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder &

Spring 2020 chaplaincy
courses offered at MLC

he Commission on Special Ministries

offers a program for chaplain
certification through Martin Luther
College (MLC), New Ulm, Minn. This
program offers credentials to meet the
requirements of healthcare facilities,
jails, prisons, and military bases for
ministry in their facilities, especially if the
pastor or layperson wants to reach out
to non-members.

Rev. Jim Behringer, director of WELS
Commission on Special Ministries, says,
“I'm excited that any WELS member,
whether a called worker or a member
of the congregation, living anywhere
in the U.S., can take these courses

and gain this knowledge. The best
recommendation is that past students
have said that they gained much more
than they expected from these courses.
The courses are practical because they
offer opportunities to learn more that
you can use locally.”

The following online classes will be
offered through MLC during the Spring
2020 semester, Jan. 8 to May 8, 2020.

Note that the Sign Language course

is not part of the chaplain certification
program but is promoted by the Mission
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, part
of WELS Special Ministries, to help
WELS members reach out with God's
Word to those who are hard of hearing.

ASL8001 — American Sign Language
and Introduction to Deaf Culture

— 3 credits

The basic foundation of American

Sign Language through an overview

of deaf culture and an introduction

to the signing of finger spelling,
numbers, colors, vocabulary words, and
beginning-level conversations.

THE9522 — Chaplaincy Issues and
Fieldwork — 3 credits

An overview of chaplaincy, related
issues, and fieldwork experience in a
specific area of chaplain ministry.

THE9523 — Ministering to the
Incarcerated and Their Families

— 3 credits

Strategies to initiate and implement a
gospel ministry to the incarcerated.

THE9524 - Frontline Chaplaincy

- 3 credits

A study of the challenges faced by

the protectors of society (military, law
enforcement, fire service) and the
information chaplains need to minister
to them.

THE9534 — Grounded in Scripture

- 3 credits

An introduction to theology that focuses
upon the scriptural teachings of special
importance to chaplaincy ministry.

Learn more and register at
mlc-wels.edu. Click on “Academics,”
then “Continuing Education.” &
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