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a property. Being a few hours
away, an overwhelming process
was made easier due to our
CCCW.”
Now that the called workers
are here, we have stayed in
touch. From helping to find a
chiropractor and contractor, to
directing them to a good beach
for a family swim, there was
much to share as they settled
in. Most important, we “pray
continually” for our called
workers (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
To view the whole story and
newsletter, you can subscribe at wels.
net/subscribe. To learn more about
the CCCW, visit wels.net/cccw.

Did you know...

WELS has a Facebook page?
facebook.com/welslutherans
WELS has Twitter?
twitter.com/welstweets
WELS has Instagram?
instagram.com/welslutherans
WELS has an app?
WELS offers a mobile
applicaton for the iOS and
Android cell phone platforms.
Get the WELS Mobile app at
iTunes and Google Play.

To sign up for the e-mail version, visit
wels.net/together.
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WELS members respond

T

he same could be said about the members of our synod in the way you
have reacted to the hurricanes that struck Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico.
In addition to your prayers, you offered generous financial support to help
those in need. As of now, WELS members have given nearly $700,000 for
hurricane relief.

WELS Christian Aid and Relief has made grants to WELS congregations in
Texas and Florida to address immediate needs for their members and for
others in the community and has sent aid to Puerto Rico. Efforts are now
underway to plan a more long-term effort to provide assistance. When plans
are in place and can be administered effectively, WELS Christian Aid and
Relief is ready to forward the funding that WELS members have provided.
We have been attempting to contact our sister church in Puerto Rico, but
communications have been very difficult. We have heard there was extensive
damage to at least one of the churches on the island, and we assume that
the homes of many members were damaged or destroyed. As soon as we
can assess the need and put plans in place, more assistance will be sent.
Even as WELS members have responded to these natural disasters, they have
also continued their faithful support of the ongoing ministry of our synod.
Through September, Congregation Mission Offerings are up 1.6 percent or
$231,000 over the prior year and 0.8 percent ahead of subscriptions. Thanks
be to God for these blessings that have been motivated by his saving gospel.
Serving with you in Christ,
President Mark Schroeder

Home Missions update

T

he WELS Board for Home
Missions met for its fall meeting in
September. Board members received
updates from many of our home
missions. Here are a few highlights.
• The three new home missions
that the board allocated funding

for at its March meeting are
now staffed by full-time home
missionaries. Rev. Doug Van Sice
and Rev. Eric Melso were assigned
to serve Huntersville, S.C., and
Chattanooga, Tenn., respectively,
as they graduated from Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary in May. Rev.

Paul Zell, a current professor at
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,
recently accepted the call to serve
the mission at Hendersonville, N.C.
• Two home missions celebrated
their opening worship services
in September. The Way,
Fredericksburg, Va., held its
first official service on Sept.
10 at the local cinema, where
the congregation is currently
worshiping. Redemption,
Watertown, N.Y., held its
launch service on Sept. 17, in
the new worship facility that
the congregation purchased
and renovated thanks to a loan
and grant from WELS Church
Extension Fund.
• Grace Hmong Lutheran Church,
Kansas City, Kan., dedicated its
new church building on Aug. 27.
Rev. Ger Lor, pastor at Grace,
says, “This was a big opportunity
to share the gospel to the Hmong
community in the area through
this event. Grace believes that if
the gospel is preached to them,
the Holy Spirit will work through
the Word to change their hearts.”
• Rev. Lucas Bitter was installed
on Aug. 27 to serve WELS’
new mission in Atlanta, Ga.
Seven WELS congregations are
established in the suburbs of
Atlanta. This new mission will serve
those in the city. In August, core
members of this mission staffed
a booth at a summer festival and
hosted college students from a
variety of schools in the city for
a back-to-school get-together.
These outreach events resulted in
approximately 100 people signing

up to receive more information
about the church and 40 people
indicating an interest in Bible
information class.
“Home Missions is grateful for the
Congregation Mission Offerings that
support all this gospel outreach as
well as the support that our missions
receive from other WELS ministries
that partner with us,” says Rev. Keith
Free, administrator of WELS Home
Missions. “In addition, the 115 home
missions that WELS supports receive
guidance and encouragement from
district mission boards and mission
counselors.”
On Sept. 15, the WELS Board for
Home Missions held a service of
thanksgiving for its four mission
counselors for their service in the
pastoral ministry. Rev. Peter Kruschel,
Rev. Edward Schuppe, Rev. Mark
Birkholz, and Rev. Timothy Flunker
offer support and missions expertise
to congregations as they reach out in
their communities.
Free notes, “Our mission counselors
keep abreast of trends in North
America and help keep Home
Missions informed as to what
might serve our church body. We’re
thankful for their service.”
To learn more about WELS Home
Missions, visit wels.net/missions.
While there, you can also subscribe
to receive weekly Missions blogs in
your e-mail inbox.

Caring for called workers

T

he Care Committee for
Called Workers (CCCW),
part of the Commission on

WELS Special Ministries, exists
to assist WELS calling bodies in
supporting called workers and
their families, encouraging them
in their ministries, and enhancing
their quality of life. There are many
ways to support called workers,
whether it’s in retirement planning,
making sure their spiritual and
physical needs are met, or helping
in a transition to a new church or
school. A new Care Committee for
Called Workers at Trinity, Minoqua,
Wis., did just that, finding ways to
make the move of three new called
workers as seamless as possible.
The following is an excerpt of an
article written by a Trinity member
that will appear in an upcoming
edition of His Hands, the Special
Ministries newsletter.
We streamlined communication
as much as possible, with one
main point of contact from
our congregation and school.
We also tried to consolidate
information into a single
message vs. sending multiple
notes. We recognized how busy
their lives would be and wanted
to simplify things as much as
possible. By starting the process
well in advance of their arrival
dates, they wouldn’t feel rushed.
Pastor Stephen Luchterhand
notes: “This cross-country move
(Arizona to Wisconsin) was a
challenging one for our family,
especially because our children
are older (late high school to
college age). The evident care
and concern, attention to detail,
intentional communication, and
enthusiastic search for solutions

by Trinity’s CCCW lessened
our anxiety considerably and
removed considerable barriers
during the process.”
It’s important to keep the called
worker’s family in mind during
this process. We placed pictures
of the new called workers and
their families in the fellowship
hall shortly after the calls had
been accepted. Not only did this
allow our members to put a face
with the name, but it reminded
the congregation to keep the
families in their prayers.
We also asked about the
family’s areas of interest. For
those seeking employment
we came up with a list of
businesses and contacts for
them to consider, as well as
congregation members who
could be used as references.
Our tuition fund application was
shared with students attending
Luther Preparatory School.
Teachers Mike and MeLissa
Wieting were appreciative. “It
was so nice to be referred to
members of the community
who could help us with buying
a home and moving to the
area. They had names of a
realtor, mortgage company,
an insurance contact, and
a moving company that led
us through the intimidating
process. We had never had to
purchase our own home before
so we had lots of questions.
Our care committee even
stepped in to preview homes
on our behalf before we made
a special trip to the area to see

